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exposed to view shattered bicycles and oft-worn and worn-out
clothing, intermingled with broken glass and china, odds and
ends of rusty iron and a host of obj ects which would be considered
as unsaleable in other parts of the world but which are strangely
typical of the Korean mentality. The whole is overlaid with dust
and dirt. Amidst these piles of undesirable rubbish sit the
Korean shopkeepers, blinking, unintelligent and dirty.
It is not surprising that Korea has not escaped the spirit of
Nationalism which has so deeply stirred the Far East. The world-
wide desire for the attainment of self-government ; the spread of
democratic tendencies, due largely to increased education, and
not a little to the extension of Christianity in the country and the
echo of the cry of self-determination have all been instrumental in
clearing amongst the Koreans a spirit of stubborn opposition to
the Japanese administration of the country.   While it is difficult
to withhold sympathy from any race that desires to attain its
independence there are cases where in the interests of the people
themselves—and in  the interests  of world-peace—no undue
encouragement should be given.   In the twenty years of schooling
that the Koreans have experienced at the very competent hands
of Japan they have advanced very slowly and to-day are still far
removed from a condition in which they could be entrusted with
their own government.   A spirit of nationalism no matter how
deeply grafted and vague aspiration no matter how sincere, are
insufficient foundation for the institution of an autonomous
administration.    The Koreans have failed, and are failing, to
provide any proofs that they possess either the character, the
ability or the experience that such a task requires.   They have,
no doubt, good qualities but they are not the qualities required
for self-government.    In  these  they  appear   to   be   entirely
lacking.
Circumstances—and amongst them a due regard for her own
security—necessitated the intervention of Japan in the Korean
Peninsula, and the Japanese have admirably filled the role that
was undertaken in 1910 when the decadent Emperor of a
decadent land ceded his throne and his country to the enterprising
and civilized Power that in half a century of steady progress had
risen to a position of unchallenged pre-eminence in the Fat'
East. Japan's victory over the Russians in 1904-5 had elimin-
ated for a long time to come a danger that had threatened her
existence—the danger that the Chosen (Korean) Peninsula might
become the highway to invasion from the mainland of Asia, For

